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Rail Car Incident Response is an eight-hour, awareness-level training program developed to educate 
rural emergency responders on freight rail car incidents involving hazardous materials.  Because most 
freight rail traffic travels rural areas, it is important that rural responders, especially those in resource 
limited areas, understand the dangers and unique hazards these incidents present. Although 
safeguards are in place to prevent hazardous materials from causing harm under normal 
transportation, storage, handling and use, if any of these safeguards are circumvented or removed 
there is the potential for great harm. Due to the variety and volume of materials that can be involved in 
a freight rail car incident, it is imperative that emergency responders be well trained. 
 
Participants will gain an understanding of potential hazards at a train derailment, the properties of 
specific chemicals, and various incident control, confinement, and containment mitigation techniques. 
Upon completion of this course, participants should be better prepared to recognize and characterize 
different types of freight rail cars, potential leaks, and courses of action to be taken based on initial 
assessment without endangering the health and safety of the responders. 
 
Key elements of the course: 

• Recognizing the chemical being transported and the way the chemical must be considered in 
an emergency situation 

• Identifying the design, construction, components, and markings of rail tank cars 

• Explaining the incident to determine the damage to the car, potential hazards, and appropriate 
protective actions 

• Recognizing possible mitigation strategies for breached freight cars 

• Assisting with incident management 

• Identifying federal, state and private sector resources available to assist in the response 
 
Who should attend: 
Emergency responders, especially fire and law enforcement, as well as emergency managers and 
freight/rail industry representatives who want to gain a basic working knowledge are encouraged to 
attend. Hazardous materials technicians may attend but content is designed at the awareness level. 

 
Date: February 6, 2024 - OR - February 7, 2024 

 
Registration:  www.train.org/mi-train - Search Course ID 1070770 

 
Cost: None 
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